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(i) a multimedia mail system for storing, as a multimedia mail message, AV signals 
generated at the workstation of a preparing participant, and for forwarding the multimedia mail 
message to a receiving participant; and 

(ii) a multimedia conference recorder for recording the AV signals representing the video 
images and spoken audio of the participants during the videoconference; and 

(d) means for synchronizing and recording both the video image and spoken audio of the 
participants during the videoconference and the data shared during the data conference. 



3. The teleconferencing system of claim 2 further comprising: 

(a) a data conference manager for maiiaginga da|^ conference during which data are shared 



among a 
workstations. 



plurality of the participants and displayed on the monitors of their respective 



4. The teleconferencing system according^^claiAi 3 further comprising: 
(a) a message marker for defining a marked portion of a multimedia mail message and 
wherein the marked portion can be selectively displayed by the receiving participant when the 
multimedia mail message is reproduced. 



5. The teleconferencing system According to claim 4 further comprising a tag searcher for 
searching for a defined video tag an^ wherein the portion of the message can be selectively 
displayed. 
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6. The teleconferencing system according to claim 5 wherein the tag searcher can search 
a plurality of multimedia mail messages to locate the defined tag. 



7. The telecon^rencing system of claim 3 further comprising: 

(a) capture tools Vfor capturing the data to be shared, and 

(b) annotation tools for annotating the shared data during a data conference; 

and wherein the means for synchronizing and recording is operable to synchronize the 
playback of the annotatifd data conference recordings with the^videoconference recordings. 

8. The teleconferencihg system of claim 3 wherfein the multimedia mail system includes the 
means for synchronizing \and recording and a multimedia/ document storage and display 
mechanism for storing a i^iultimedia document si^ch ^ttmt the multimedia document can be 
retrieved by a participant. 



9. The teleconferencing sVstem of claim 8 wherein information can be transferred between 
the multimedia mail system, ^e means for synchronizing and recording and the multimedia 
document storage. 



10. The teleconferencing sysfem of claim 3 wherein the synchronization means can store the 
relative timings associated withlany displays at the workstation of a participant, so that the 
displays can be reproduced in symchronization when the receiving party accesses the message. 



21103611 
061196 



3. 




Preliminary Amendment 



Docket: VCOR-001/13US 



I 



IL The teleconferencing system of clain^^ll^ further comprising means, operable by the 



receiving participant, to 



selectively halt and continue the accessed message. 



associated monitors for 
reproduction capabilities 
participants, the worksta 



(a) associating an AV 

(b) associating a data 

(c) synchronizing the 



12. A method of synchronizing the display of images in a teleconferencing system for 
conducting a teleconference among a plurality of participants and having workstations with 

displaying visual images, and with associated AV capture and 
for capturing and reproducing video images and spoken audio of the 
ions being interconnected by a first network, the network providing a 
data path for carrying di|gital data signals amqng the ^workstations, the method comprising the 
steps of: 

timer with the reproduction ^f the vided images and the spoken audio; 
display timer with the displa;^ of ima^ related to the data signals; and 
AV and data display timer^ s\x6h that 
when video images and spoken audio"^ reproduced, the AV timer controls the timing 
of such reproduction, 

when video imagfes and spoken audio are reproduced together with the display of images 
related to the data signa s, the AV timer controls the timing of such reproduction and display, 
and 

when only image ;s related to the data signals are displayed the data display timer controls 
the timing of such disp ay. 
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13. A method of conducting a teleconference among a plurality of participants having 
workstations wim associated monitors for displaying visual images, and with associated AV 
capture and reproduction capabilities for capturing and reproducing video images and spoken 
audio of the participants, the workstations being interconnected by a first network, the network 
providing a data path for carrying digital data signals among the workstations, the method 
comprising the steps pf: 
(a) carrying AV signals representing video images and spoken audio of the participants 
among the workstations along an AV path; 



(b) managing a videqconference during which 



the vid&Osimage and spoken audio of one of 



the participants can be reproduced at the workstation of another of the participants; 



(c) at least one of the group of steps consistin 



(i) 



of 



storing, as a multimedia mail message^ V signals generated at the workstation 
of a preparing \participant, apd-for forwarding the multimedia mail message to a 
receiving participant; and 
(ii) recording the AV signals representing the video images and spoken audio of the 
participants durirk the videoconference; and 
(d) synchronizing and recording both the video image and spoken audio of the participants 
during the videoconference and the data shared during the data conference. 



14. The method of claim 13, further comprising the steps of: 
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(a) managing a data conference during which data are shared among a plurality of the 
participants andldisplayed on the monitors of their respective workstations. 

15. The methqd according to claim 13 further comprising the steps of: 

(a) defining a marked portion of a multimedia mail message; and 

(b) selectively displaying the marked portion the multimedia mail message is reproduced. 



16. The method djf claim 15 further comprising the steps of: 

(a) searching for a defined video tag; 

(b) selectively displaying a portion of the mtssage assdciated with the video tag. 



17. The method of claim 16 wherein the tag 
mail messages to locate trie defined tag 



seaFoier can search a plurality of multimedia 



18, The method of claim 17 further comprising the steps of: 

(a) capturing the data ti be shared; 

(b) annotating the shared data during a data conference; and 

(c) synchronizing the playback of the annotated data conference recordings with the 
videoconference recordings. 



19. The method of claim 17 further comprising the steps of: 
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(a) storing the re|ative timings associated with any displays at the workstation of a 
participant; and 

. (b) synchronizing/ the reprodi^tion ^fsjthe displays when the receiving party accesses the 
message. 

20. The method /of claim 19 further comprising the steps of selectively halting and continuing 

the accessed message. 

REMARKS 



This application is a 35 U.S.C § 121 divisional application of parent United States patent 
application 08/131,523, filed October 1, 1993. The claims in this application correspond in part 
to an amended version of the single claim in Group IX and to a subset of amended claims from 
Group VIII as defined in a Restriction/Election requirement in the parent application. 
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